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flirtation with his unprepossessing Sovereign, with an earl-
dom, with Peace, with Honour, with the crown regilded,
with the Garter. It was all a little like some rococo land-
scape-gardener's pagoda, hung at every corner with bells
and Chinese lanterns, but breaking out occasionally in
Gothic ornament; Greek pediments appeared in unexpected
places/and horseshoe arches hinted at the Alhambra.

But which of all the decorations of his strange career was
stranger than his wife who, voluble and odd, caught some-
thing of his eccentricity in clothing and startled his colleagues
with her sudden speeches, until the most sedate of them
considered having their leader's wife to stay in order to
" complete the astonishment of our neighbours " ?   And
yet she mothered him for thirty years, till he could write
of her that'' there was no care which she could not mitigate
and no difficulty which she could not face," and died, a
Viscountess of his creation, at eighty.   As the impassive
figure by her side progressed indomitably towards the chilly
summits of public life, she babbled gaily on.   Lady Beacons-
field may surely be counted a bell on that queer pagoda,
which its architect had hung with care and mourned when
it fell silent.   So she smiled up at Dizzy and Dizzy smiled
down at her, as they grew old together.   But who can tell
what she made of it, or he of her ?

She was not beautiful; but she was bright. Even the
dark young gentleman they met at Bulwer's admitted as
much. Did he not write off a full account of his encounter
with " a pretty little woman, a flirt, and a rattle " ? It was
surprising that he remembered her at all, because the
evening had been crowded. There were so many peers for
him to talk to. To say nothing of " L. E, L./' the Muse of
Brompton (one really met everyone at Bulwer's in 1832).
Besides, he had to watch his moment for a word with Tom
Moore, who was extremely civil and showed signs of having
read his latest novel. So it was wonderful that he remem-